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C wrmxz‘seueﬁrfme IN CIA L

| Fugmveﬁnancxer_ Walter"Wencke may have asked the U S government to
provxde him; the:best of all hiding places ~ within the Central Intelhoence

gt heanng yesterday., .
“ held in- contempt for-concealing ‘information: -about her-former ‘husband, a
‘counset: forthe Secuntxes and Exchanoe Comrmssxon revealed that a letter

i i "'CIA's personnel

*w:_th his ‘‘unique eombmatmno usiriess-and languac'e expertlse L
e Wencke was; reportedly a military intelligence specialist during and after
“world War I In his letter he elaimed to have been trained by the Army in
"Ch‘mese andJ apanese and said‘he could also speak Russian French Spamsh
zand°German.::

“My primary business was the mvestlganon -and acqulsl ion of f1na1c1ally
troubled companies,” Wencke wrote, explaxmnghow he could walk throuoh a
manufacturm«r plant and assess its productxon 3 Y

Wencke's letter said he was ‘enclosing a newspaper artlcle descnbmg hxs
tréQibles with federal law-enforcement agencies. "= i

i He said he expected to be a “‘guest’ at the federal’ pnson in Lompoc asa

>result of those troubles and, rather than spending 20 months “playing tennis

- : - oF:-playing: cards,. I would” prefer to spend it productlvely utlllzm<J my
( knowledge for-the benent of the government.” - - < ™

““In other: words» I want to.use my tlme and energy for the government
rather than sit idle‘at its expense HERNE

" Wencke has been accused of acq mng fmanc1ally troubled compames thh v
the intent of looting.them.” '

‘During his heyday in the late 19605 he assembled a fmancral emplre of
;’dozens of companies, hotels in five states and thousands of acres of California
farmland.: JPRECE P

He: Was. convic ed of secuntle ‘fraud and has been mlssmg smce ‘Oct. 9,

..when he was to surrender to begin serving his term. Kaufmann said Wencke
transferred $25,000 to banks in the'Bahamas shortly before he vanished. -

** *Wencke’s former wife.has:been accused.of failing to divulge all she knows
about his-tangled: ‘affairs and of failing to turn: over:all documents to his.
recelver ‘Robert. Gould: ; ¥

Yesterday, ‘she:first- denie

,wluch he sought: ‘employmient. vzt si 5

“vBut when Kaufmann produced the letter, s

t thefederal government or- somebody.””. "
".Then.she recalled that maybe he had con
! she did remember typing a letter to the CIA %% <
:Mrs. Wencke said she didn’t know if the govemmen
+.U.S. Magistrate Harry R. McCue commented that Mrs. ‘Wencke seemed to :
mave dlfflculty-recallmg events until she learned that documents were to b ;
i produeed ~ = :
- $She: had a'miracul recovery of her mer
’ that letter,”.McCue said to Kaufmann. ;< : ]
;‘~ McCue strongly urged Mrs. Wencke to try to remember events such as the
letten: to the CIA,-noting that anyttung that cotlld.have kept her husband from
golng to prison probably would have made a vmd nnpresslon onher..” .\ ]

- Wencke’s letter to the CIA said, ‘Why don’t you give me a call and let me

( .know'what ‘I'can do for you?””~; i BT T i
i ‘“l'hat~can~be~' haractenz d
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